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but there are signs that the prospect of dixect approach to His Majesty's Government
has appealed to all but the irreconcilables who still cling to the belief that they can
attain their ends by methods as unstatesrnanlike as they are impossible.
ministry problem.
I would like to refer to the constitutional difficulty with which I find myself faced
in this Presidency. As you are aware, since the election six months ago, the
Government has been carried on under special emergency powers, without the
assistance of Ministers responsible for the Transferred Subjects. This has been
mainly due to a lack of indication that any Ministry I might appoint would be able
to rely upon that support which might reasonably be expected to assure its stability.
This state of things has gone on long long enough and I am faced with the position
of either asking the Governor-General in Council with the sanction of the Secretary
of State in Council under the provisions of Devolution Rule 6 to suspend or revoke
the transfer of the Transferred Subjects, that is, to continue the present arrangement
indefinitely on the ground of not being in a position to appoint Ministers, or to
appoint Ministers and take the chance of their obtaining the support of majority in
the Council.
To revive dyarchy.
I feel I cannot resort to the first of these alternatives for two reasons :—Firstly,
I am not prepared to admit that the Constitution has broken down and secondly,
the new Council must have an opportunity of exercising its constitutional rights. I
believe that the majority of the present Council desire that Ministers should be
appointed. I personally feel that in the general interest there should be Ministers
responsible for the Transferred Subjects, and I propose, at the earliest possible
moment, to appoint Ministers, who, I hope, may prove to be generally accep-
table.
governor's threat.
There is just one other matter to which I feel I must refer. For some time past
Government have been concerned at the persistent indication in statements in the
Press and on public platforms that endeavours are to be made to fulfil the terms of
a resolution which was passed at the All-India Congress meeting in Calcutta Jast
Christmas. It is probable that much will depend upon the outcome of the discussions
at the All-India Congress to be held in Lahore next month. In view of the change
of outlook amongst certain section of public opinion which has appeared since the
proposal for a Conference was made by His Majesty's Government, it is hoped that
better counsels will prevail. If this is so, it will be found that this Government will
quickly respond to any indication that the spirit underlying the Delhi Resolution
has permeated into Bengal ; but on the other hand in case of any general disturbance
of the normal life in this Presidency, the Government have very clear and definite
duties to perform. Whilst ready to regard generously any orderly and legitimate
expression of political feeling, they must also be prepared to meet any emergency
which in any way threatens to disturb or interfere with the performance of the
peaceful avocations of the inhabitants of the Presidency.

